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Opposing Unfair
WATER TAXES

British Citizens have responsibilities as well as rights. That is why Ulster
Unionists accept that the people of Northern Ireland have to pay their
fair share of local taxes, just like our fellow citizens in the rest of the
United Kingdom. But the Labour Direct Rule Ministers’ plan for rates

reform and for the introduction of water charges are ill thought-out and

fundamentally unfair.

It is time to go back to the drawing board and create fair local taxes -

local taxes which don’t penalise home ownership, which are levied
fairly, and which protect the vulnerable.
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Fair Rates:
We need a property tax that pays for local services and contributes to regional
expenditure but is levied on a fair basis.

Rather than penalising home ownership, domestic rates should be
afairand just tax on property.

Rather than threatening those who have worked and saved throughout their
lives, domestic rates should protect older citizens who are most at risk of being
asset rich but cash poor.

Rather than higher rates bills disproportionately falling upon one
section of the community the tax burden of domestic rates should be
shared equally across the community.

Against the Water Tax:
Ulster Unionists oppose the Government’s unfair and unjust water tax plan.

Our water service should receive the equivalent level of Treasury investment to
the £1.6 billion the water services on the mainland received in the late 1980s/
early 1990s - contributed to by taxpayers in Northern Ireland.
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Any future plans must protect the vulnerable in our society
- especially pensioners and those on low incomes -
and must not add to their financial burdens.
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