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Building Our
SPORTING FUTURE

At both elite level and in our local communities, Northem Ireland is passionate about
sport. We celebrate and support participation, just as much as we salute champlonship
‘achievements. Participation in sports provides better health outcomes for people of all
ages. It also teaches important values - volunteerism, cooperation, leadership,
teamwork, meeting challenges, pursuing excellence. Alongside this, 8 out of 10 people
from across the community say that it is important that Northern Ireland achieves
intenational sporting success.

Uister Unionists advocate an agenda for sport in
Northern Ireland that will both encourage excellence and success at elite level,
as well as promote and support participation in sports by people of all ages
and all backgrounds across Northern Ireland,
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sl Our Sporting Future

I Ulster Unionist Pledges...
Implementing the Northern Ireland

Soccer Strategy

Itwas an Ul

produced lhe Smxel Sirategy and provided an investment of £8millon mr Nnnhem Ireland
soccer. Ulst g
future for occer o support

the
recommendations of the Northen Ireland Soccer Strategy, which must be carried forward in a
close working partnership between DCAL and the IFA.

The enduring and wi ity of foothal in North testimony tosport’s
Eendirig o 0 Norther mowy 0 spoc I

programme Football For Al as ctarian

place in NorthernIreland football

Promoting Sports in Schoo
Li m 5 chlldmn inthe UK today are clinicallyobese. Thislustrates the importance of the healm

cocl b fowromspors and P, promating vkt prere e chiren and
e

that PE remains a o o el o ey
s(aggs Il is essential that resources and investment are sacuved to ensure this.

Sportin schools, however is about more than PE. The commitment of teachers and schools,
which s central must e recognised.
i E y and young peaple with

il suppnnmmanves s e T e partnerships.

Qurgaucrﬁcy gets in the way of Sport:

can be

pmyammes Sports. Dwmpmem Oficersshould be freed from desloworkn order to work

particpation and excelence in spﬂll

rely on

of . "
of volunteers. Every effort must be made by
burden of red-tape on volunteers.



Sportlng Talent of People with Disabilities:

reland' is both a source of pride and a
Feaniarar i Spotng potenal of thoso with llvsahlhlles Dvsabvll\y Sport Northern Ireland -
bs - should

equivalent to the disal

ity sports bodwes inthe estofth United Kingdom.

Uister Unionists propose recognising the sporting talent, commitment and enthusiasm of people
with disabilties through an annual Northern Ireland event - which would also promote greater
participation by people with disabilies in our sporting lfe.

Partnership with Local Government:

Itis in partnership with local government that sporting bodies have been enabled to attract
world-class sporting events to Northern Ireland. Coleraine Borough Council's support for the
NW 200 and Milk Cup, Carrickfergus Borough Counci's support for the Rugby s toumament
and Belfast City Council's support for the International Cricket Council's Trophy Ireland in July
2005 are stunning examples of what can be achieved when local government works in
partnership with sporting bodies. In addition to the sporting benefis, such events have
economic and tourism benefits - and they portray a positive image of Northern Ireland’s place
in the international community.

Uister Unionists will continue to support partnerships between local government and sporting
bodies, and urge similar projects.

Ulster Unionists back the
London Olympics 2012 Bid.

1f London's bid to host the 2012 Olympics and
Paralympics is successful, Northern Ireland and
the other regions of the UK stand to reap economic
and sporting benefit. Ulster Unionists strongly

ve London bid. Itis vital that the Regional | S ——

Steering Group set up by DCAL prepares a powerful

case for Northem Ireland's involvement if the.
London bid is successful

Local government in Northern Ireland, the hospitalityindustry and our sporting bodies
have a proven track record in hosting world-class sporting events - because of this
Northern Ireland should be a strong contender as a host for preparation camps

for Olympic teams.
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.07 Ulster Unionist Pledges...

Implementing the Northern Ireland Soccer Strategy
Promoting Sports in School
Reducing the burden of red-tape on Sporting Volunteers
Recognising the Sporting Talent of People with Disabilities
Partnership with Local Government

Backing the London 2012 Olympics Bid
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