


Towards a real Anti-Poverty Strategy

Introduction

In April 2004 the Direct Rule Administration published proposals for a Northern
Ireland anti-poverty strategy'. After an initial round of consultation, the Direct Rule
Ministers initiated further consultation in 2005 to continue into 2006. The commu-
nity and voluntary sector in Northern Ireland has criticised the proposed anti-
poverty strategy for failing to offer any meaningful framework that would promote
social inclusion and a fair society.

“To say that we are angered and dismayed at the contents of the current document would be an under-
statement. It is not an anti-poverty strategy and it contains no clear mechanisms for tackling poverty
in the region.

An effective anti-poverty strategy must have the strategic aim to eradicate poverty and social exclusion
and to end inequality; this one does not. It must have a definition of poverty, social exclusion and social
inclusion; this one does not.

In the current NI reality of budget cuts and ‘efficiency savings’, anti-poverty work must have a specified
budget. The document makes no attempt to tackle child poverty and it has no real content or targets.”

(Frances Dowds, Northern Ireland Anti-Poverty Network
in SCOPE September 2005)

The Ulster Unionist Party contrasts the Direct Rule Administration’s inaction and
lack of direction with the efforts of the Devolved Administrations in Scotland and
Wales and their commitment to social inclusion. In stark contrast to the Direct Rule
Administration, the local administrations in these regions have provided coherent
strategic direction and vision to combat poverty.

Our Party is committed to working with the community and voluntary sectors to
propose policies that will offer hope and opportunity to those in our society who
experience poverty.

This Policy Paper highlights the gap in anti-poverty policy between Northern Ireland
and the Scottish and Welsh experiences - and the need for a local administration to
provide direction and vision.
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The stark reality for too many in Northern Ireland today is a lack of opportunity and
the daily grind of poverty. This is what is faced by increasing numbers of our older
people, who have given much over a lifetime to their communities and our society.
Too many of our children have early years blighted by exclusion, instead of lives full
of promise. Too many families have below standard housing, or no house at all, when
they should have the security of a decent home.

A fair and decent society should provide fair and decent opportunities to all its mem-
bers. Those who work hard, who have worked hard or who want to work — those
who play by the rules and respect their neighbour — those who want to raise their
children to have opportunities they themselves never had. Amongst these are those
living on the edge, in despair, and with little hope.

The Ulster Unionist Party will ensure that any future local Administration combats
child and pensioner poverty, fuel poverty and homelessness — and helps to build fair
and decent communities for all of us.
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